
November 7, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order: Dolores, Barb P, Arvilla, Joyce, Sue, Janet, Alma, Priscilla, Vicki and Diane.  

Treasurer’s Report: $6,643.90 

Withdrawals for Operation Paperback, Veteran’s Parade supplies, banner, National Friends’ Week gift 

cards and food for staff and check to the library, and money for the holiday baskets. 

Dolores reported the amount made for the book sale each of five different deposits every two months, 

with the average being over $175. Feb: $204, April: $450, June: $360, August: $530, and Sept: $230. 

 

Old Business: 

On Sept 21, five volunteers packed seven boxes of just over 250 books sent to overseas APO boxes at 

just over $80 from the post office. Members prepped the books in advance, alphabetizing and checking 

for condition of the books, labeling them with stickers and preparing the post office forms with 

addresses. There was an article in the East Peoria Times Courier of the volunteers. 

The banner for a table or to carry in the parade was purchase at $24.82 with free shipping and a coupon 

from the same online business that did our Big Book Sale sign. It was used at the table for the National 

Friends’ Week and the Veterans’ Parade. It is 3’X5’ with grommets. 

October 16-23 was the National Friends’ Week celebration. The library was given a check for $1500, 

which they used to purchase a video camera and three additional air quality monitors for patrons to use. 

The check was accepted on Wednesday, October 19 by Marilyn Humphrey and Mark Lasswell, members 

of the Board of Library Trustees. Isiah Chism was also at the library selling lemonade, and he donated all 

of the proceeds of $40 to the library. A $25 gift card was drawn from a drawing box to a member of the 

public. During the week the BOGO sale made $80 in the book sale. And the staff also had a chance to 

win a $25 gift card for guessing the amount of candy in a Halloween jar. The staff also were treated to a 

free meal on Monday that consisted of turkey wraps, parmesan crisps, and cinnamon rolls, Vicki also 

made chocolate molds of a Halloween theme. Next year it was suggested that we have a committee to 

choose the staff food and purchase items. 

Veterans’ Parade was held on Saturday, November 5. Vicki and others decorated her husband’s truck 

and walked in the parade handing out 50 BOGO coupons and candy to the parade watchers. There was 

some candy leftover; the bands did not participate this year as they were scheduled for band 

competitions, so there were not many participants or watchers. We hope that it will be better attended 

next year. Possibly the library can have signs on the community bulletin board and the screen shots 

advertising the date and time of the parade for more people to attend. 

The additional shelving units have been installed; they were purchase at a price of $1987.87 with 

shipping costs. Steve did the installation and it was timely as the library received a large donation of 

over 750 books from one person and then another person also donated over 200 books. 

Holiday Baskets this year will be drawn on these dates: December 2, December 9, December 16 and 

December 23. There will be a basket for men, women, teens, and children. Gift cards will be purchased 

for each basket, as well as a small prize and books. Janet volunteered to purchase the gift cards from 

local businesses, and she and Vicki will put together the prizes and books for each basket. They will get 

together to organize the project. 

In preparation of the Holiday Bake Sale there will be a craft work day on Friday, December 2 at 2pm. A 

sign-up sheet was sent around to do the crafts 



The Holiday Bake Sale will be held on Thursday, December 8 from 9:30 to 7pm and Friday, December 9 

from 9:30 to 4pm. Pricing of the bake goods will be on Wednesday, December 7. Sign-up sheets were 

distributed for both. It was suggested to donate items not sold to the police and fire departments on 

Friday after the sale. 

A committee was organized to cut out hearts and come to the library to replenish and display the 

hearts. Materials and a template for the hearts are here. The sale will be from January 17 to February 14 

at $1 each. The committee will meet to organize this fundraiser in January. 

New Business: 

Dates for the 2017 meeting were given and a flyer was handed out. 

Annual dues of $5 will be due at the February meeting, except for the people who signed up at the 

October National Friends’ Week. We had two new people and one returning person, and Vicki contacted 

all of them to notify them about tonight’s meeting. 

It was decided to do Operation Paperback on a free Wednesday in March. (Diane will ask Tammy if the 

meeting rooms are free on March 1 or March 8 in the morning at 10am.) 

It was decided to meet at Avanti’s on Monday, January 16 at noon to have a members’ luncheon. 

Diane reported that next summer’s reading program will be STEAM, which will have science, technology, 

art and math. It was discussed to again donate $1,000 to this program. Dolores made a motion to 

donate to the library $1000 and Arvilla seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. The check can 

be given to the library sometime in Feb or March. The Red Cross Babysitting class will be held again the 

first week of June. It was discussed to again provide help to the students. Vicki made a motion to donate 

one half of the cost of the class for each student; Joyce seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

This money will not be given until after the class is completed in June when we will know how many 

students participated and what the cost will be. 

A tax exempt letter and thank you was mailed to Barb S for six plastic totes, which are being used in the 

book sale closet. Barb had donated them all to the Friends’ group when she moved. 

Diane will inquire as to a free Wednesday afternoon (Feb 22) in the meeting rooms to invite other area 

Friends of the library to meet and brainstorm other working ideas. Vicki had contacted Washington’s 

group and others before and this idea was well received. 

High School Finals Study Night is on Sunday, December 18. Members can donate packaged food on 

Thursday or Friday at the checkout desk.  There have been over 100 students here at these events. 

Saturday, January 21 the library will host an Authors’ Fair from 1-4pm. Volunteer signup for cashier duty 

was passed around. 

The library has set the date for our annual Star Wars program next year. Although it wasn’t announced 

at the meeting, it will be held on Saturday, April 8. The Friends will again volunteer with a snack booth. 

The recent copy of the Voice is now upstairs at the Information desk. It has ideas from the National 

Friends’ Week. 

Correspondence from Vicki’s granddaughter and the staff at the library circulated. And flyers with dates 

and times for the Holiday Bake Sale were also passed around. 

 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 6, 2017 AT 6PM. DUES SHOULD BE PAID AT THIS MEETING. 


